ESTABLISH A NAMED,
DONOR-ADVISED FUND WITH
UNITED WAY GREATER VICTORIA
Planting seeds today to change lives

CHOOSING YOUR BEST
OPTIONS TO HELP OTHERS
Thank you for considering maximizing your positive impact in
the local community through a Donor-Advised Fund with
United Way Greater Victoria. With a Donor-Advised Fund you
have a variety of choices to best match your personal finances
and your philanthropic wishes. We recommend you consult
your professional advisor and our representative to discuss
options. This way we can help ensure your wishes are fully
understood and honoured.
When you create a Donor-Advised Fund directly with United
Way Greater Victoria you may choose:
•
•
•
•
•

the name of the Fund
how it could be used to improve lives locally
its total value
its longevity
scheduling your donations to support it

WHY UNITED WAY?
United Way has grown to become one of the most trusted
and widespread supporters of human and social services
world-wide. Locally, we have been helping the most vulnerable
in our community for more than 80 years.
Similar to a community foundation, United Way Greater Victoria
acts as a central distribution channel to raise funds and invest
them wisely to support worthy charities. Our focus, however,
is specifically on assisting vetted organizations that improve
the lives of local children, youth, adults and seniors through
social service programs in the Capital Regional District (Victoria,
southern Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands).
Each year, with the help of social service experts in the
community, we determine where the needs in the community
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are greatest. Then we prudently distribute donor dollars to
support a network of effective, local charitable programs
and organizations. These address immediate needs in the
community and also target the root causes of social issues as
an upstream strategy.
“United Way does due diligence for donors, and leverages
donations to help the programs that achieve real impact. I see
United Way Greater Victoria (UWGV) as my social impact
advisor.”– Nicholas Wemyss, UWGV Philanthropist Circle donor

YOUR NAMING AND
RECOGNITION CHOICES
When you confirm a Donor-Advised Fund with us, you are
offered a number of special recognition opportunities and
choices. You also have the option of naming the Fund, and we
encourage you to share with us information about the person,
family or organization named and the story behind the creation
of this special Fund. With your permission, the Fund name will
be included on our online Donor Wall, and can be provided
along with allocations to our community partners receiving
support from it. Or, if you prefer, your Donor-Advised Fund
may be anonymous.

United Way funds programs for at-risk children and youth
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WHO WOULD YOU
LIKE TO SUPPORT?
With a Donor-Advised Fund you can advise, in consultation
with us, who you wish to help in the community. You can help
kids grow to be all they can be – no matter what their
background. You can help vulnerable families find housing,
access healthy food, and find a way out of poverty. You can
help others in our community who are challenged – like people
with disabilities, isolated seniors, or those facing mental health
issues or addictions.
In addition to local social service organizations supported by
United Way, you may also designate a portion of your Fund to
any other registered charity in Canada. This can simplify your
giving and tax filing if you have a number of different
philanthropic priorities.

United Way funds community kitchen programs.
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FINANCIAL FLEXIBILITY
- TAILORED TO YOU
With a Donor-Advised Fund at United Way Greater Victoria you
can also choose the amount you wish to donate and how it will
be distributed. There are three scheduling options.
Single Year Fund
Your donation can be totally allocated and paid out in one year.
In this case it is considered a part of our annual campaign, but
you still have the option of choosing a name for the Fund and
recommending how it will be distributed. Minimum donation:
$25,000.
Multi-Year Fund
Your donation can be extended to benefit the community for
a longer period. You commit to a payment plan to address an
issue you care about. For an annual allocation from the Fund
to have impact in the community, at least $5,000 distribution
per year is recommended. Minimum donation: $25,000 (can be
donated over three years).
Perpetual Endowment
Although we recommend maximizing the impact of your
donation with a Fund that is fully distributed over time, we are
also happy to create a perpetual Donor-Advised Fund with
the name you choose. In this case the annual distribution is a
percentage of the total returns, while the principal donation is
held in a “forever fund” endowment. Annual distributions are
calculated on a rolling average based on the rate of return, net
of administration fees after one year of investment. Minimum:
$100,000 (which can be donated at once, or within four years).
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United Way funds programs for isolated seniors.

TYPES OF DONATIONS
AND TAX BENEFITS
As United Way Greater Victoria is a registered charity,
donations you make for a Donor-Advised Fund are tax
deductible. There are also additional tax advantages if you use
publicly traded shares as a donation. We encourage you to
consult with your professional advisors about the best fit with
your personal finances.
Legacy (deferred) gifts such as a donation in your will, of life
insurance, or from a registered retirement fund, can be used to
set up a Donor-Advised Fund as well, and may also result in tax
credits to your estate. Please note, however, that the terms and
conditions to establish a Donor-Advised Fund with a legacy gift
must be established with United Way Greater Victoria in
advance to ensure we can carry out your future wishes.
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ENSURING YOUR INTENTIONS
ARE HONOURED
To ensure your wishes are clearly understood and honoured,
we look forward to discussing them with you. In establishing
a Donor-Advised Fund we create a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with you, specifying the type and amount
of the donation, the name of the Fund, the number of years
of distribution, and where and how annual allocations will
be made.

United Way also funds programs for single parents.

“Creating a Donor-Advised Fund with United Way Greater
Victoria was easy, flexible and gratifying. We will get personalized
attention to help us give to the local groups we care about. We
can ask the caring United Way experts about the most pressing
needs in our community and each year direct funds to support
those needs. We feel we are creating a meaningful gift of social
impact as an example to our adult children. It feels fantastic to
give this way!” – Paula Carey, UWGV Philanthropist Circle donor
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THANK YOU
Just picture the smiling faces of the many people you will help
in our community through a Donor-Advised Fund with United
Way Greater Victoria. Thank you for considering this option.

CONTACT US
For more information, we’d be happy to provide you with a
more detailed document: “Frequently Asked Questions
About Donor-Advised Funds (with United Way Greater
Victoria).”
For more information:
Phone: (250) 385-6708
Email: donor.relations@uwgv.ca
uwgv.ca
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